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Introduction to Montessori

Our Mission

The goal of Rainbow Montessori is to facilitate the development of
each child’s unique style of learning and to provide a safe living environ-
ment. We provide an environment in which intellectual, moral, personal,
physical, and social growth flourishes. Montessori education provides the
foundation for children’s natural inner discipline and control. A feeling
of caring and respect for others (as well as respect for one’s self) is fos-
tered in the Montessori classroom. The use of special learning tools and
materials developed by Dr. Maria Montessori and others, help aid chil-
dren in the discovery of their world and themselves.

The Montessori Method
The Montessori Method of education is divided into five (5) categories
of study: Practical Life, Sensorial, Language, Math, and Cultural exercises.

Dr. Maria Montessori was an Italian psychiatrist, philosopher, and
educator. She was Italy’s first female doctor and developed her unique
method of education by directly observing and working first with men-
tally disturbed children in Italy's institutions, and later on with children
from underprivileged social backgrounds in Italy's institutions. She util-
ized a system of manipulative materials based on how children interact
with the world around them. Due to its success, Dr. Maria Montessori’s
method soon gained popularity in the schools in Italy and eventually
throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia.



Programs & Admissions Procedures

Kindergarten Program (4.9 years to 6 years)

Children aged 4.9 years old will be accepted into the program. Daily
activities include; instruction in Practical Life, Sensorial, Language, Math,
and Cultural (this encompasses Botany, Zoology, and Geography). The
program also includes Computers, Physical Education (P.E.), Science,
Music, and Spanish. The children do have a scheduled lunch and nap
time as well as recess time. The children are exposed to music and art in
the classroom.

Elementary Program (Grades One through Six)

Grade levels one through six are taught using both conventional and
Montessori methods of child education and development. Daily activities
include instruction in Language (Grammar, Reading, & Writing), Math,
and Cultural (this encompasses Botany, Zoology, and Geography). The
program also includes special resources such as Computers, Physical
Education (P.E.), Science, Art, Music, and Spanish. The children also par-
ticipate in an annual Science Fair. Field Trips are another exciting part of
the school year, encompassing diverse experiences in the fields of Litera-
ture, Science, Social Studies etc, and go a long way in our goal of develop-
ing the Whole Child. The cost of Field Trips are not included in the tui-
tion. The children have scheduled lunch and recess times.

Admission Policy

Children are admitted to Rainbow Montessori on a first come first
serve basis, without regard to race, creed, color, sex, or religion. Physi-
cally challenged children are admitted when possible on a case-by-case
basis. All applications will be processed upon receipt of the application
form and registration fee. The fee is nonrefundable, unless we do not en-
roll a child. In addition the first month’s tuition is due on the start date.



The Daily Schedule

Each class has a specific schedule and these are posted in each individ-
ual classroom. You may also obtain a class schedule from the V building
office. During the school year, the academic period starts from 8:30 a.m.
to between 3:30 p.m.—4:00 p.m. for most programs. After these times, we
start daycare. The children will have one hour to finish any incomplete
class work or to start on homework. After this hour, the children will be
allowed to have free choice. During the summer time, the academic pe-
riod starts from 9:00 a.m. to between 11:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for most
programs. After the lunch time, the children will be allowed to have free
choice.

Starting the Day

The school opens at 6:00 a.m. Please sign your child in when you drop
them off in the morning. The sign-in/out binders are located in the main
entrances of the L and V buildings. After you have signed your child in,
please take them to the appropriate meeting place. If it is between 6:00
a.m. and 7:00 a.m., please take your child to the S building office. If it is
between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m., please take your child to the L building
cafeteria. If it is between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. during the school year
(8:00 a.m.—9:00 a.m. during the summer program), please take your
child to the Kindergarten or Elementary playground. If it is a rainy day,
please follow the rainy day schedule. The schedule is posted outside of
every classroom, and at both sign-in/out tables.

Address, Work, & Telephone (Cell phone) Changes

It is very important that the school be able to contact parents in case of
emergencies or other urgent issues. If you move, change jobs, or have a
change in phone numbers, please inform the V building office. In the
event of an emergency or accident, it is the information that you provide
that assures your prompt notification.



Medication

When dropping off your child in the morning, if you have any medi-
cation (holistic, prescription, or over the counter), please bring it to the V
building office, enter it into the medication log, and place the medication
in the black box next to the log. No medication will be dispensed if it is
not entered in the medication log. Authorizations cannot be done by
phone. Students will come to the office for medication, whether it is pre-
scribed or over-the-counter. Students will take medication under the su-
pervision of authorized school personnel. This shall be done in accor-
dance with the physician's instructions. All medications must be kept in
a secure place, under appropriate temperature conditions, and in the
school office. It is the responsibility of the parent to check the expiration
dates on their medication, and replace them as needed.

Sick Children

If your child has an active cold or fever, he/she cannot be brought to
school. Children with contagious symptoms such as a sore throat, upset
stomach, diarrhea, or an elevated temperature must also be kept at home.
We can only administer medicine that has been entered into the medica-
tion log. No medication will be given if it has not been entered in the log
(this includes phone requests). If a child becomes sick while at school, he/
she will be kept in isolation in the V building office/sick room. The office
will contact the child’s parents so that the child may be picked up as soon
as possible. We cannot allow a child to return to school until they have
been free of their contagious symptoms for one full day (24 hours), or
until our office receives a doctor’s note from you. State law prohibits sick
or contagious children from being at school. It is very important that
your child be picked up within an hour of being called.



Pick-up & Alternate Pick-up

In the evening, the children will be found in the L building amphi-
theater between 5:50 and 6:00 PM. If you're picking up after 6:00 p.m.,
the children will be in the S building office. Also, please remember to in-
form the teacher in charge of Late Pick Up that you are collecting your
child. You will be charged a late fee if your child is not picked up by 6:00
p.m. Late charges will be billed to your account. In cases where you know
you will be extremely late, please contact the school office at 408-738-
3261 to make the necessary arrangements. If you wish for someone else
to pick your child up from school, please fill out an alternate pick-up
form in the V building office. You may also call to give the school au-
thorization over the phone for an alternate pick-up. Please inform your
alternate pick up that they will need to report to the V building office to
show their I.D., and to retrieve the alternate pick-up form that they will
need to give the teacher. This procedure must be followed, even if you are
a current parent and we know who you are. If your alternate pick-up be-
comes a regular pick-up person for your child, you may add their name
to your orange emergency card. This will eliminate a trip to the office
each time the alternate pick-up needs to pick up your child. Initially, the

alternate pick-up person will need to show their I.D. to the V building



